
 
Candidates for Faculty Delegate/Alternate to Legislative Assembly 

 
David Chambers:  No statement. 
 
Susan Drummond:  I respectfully ask for your support as I am running for delegate to 
APSCUF’s Legislative Assembly.  Having been actively involved with APSCUF for almost 20 
years, I began as many of us do, as the departmental representative to Rep. Council in 1998.  In 
2003, I was asked to join our local Meet & Discuss team and became Chair of M&D in 2006, 
serving in that capacity until my election as Chapter President in 2010.   I have been a member of 
the APSCUF Scholarship Committee for the last five years and have also been on past M&D 
subcommittees concerning S3P revisions and the PARTI committee which worked to write the 
new promotion procedures document. I am currently the CAP chair and serve on the State 
Budget committee. I have also served for six years on the University-Wide Tenure committee, 
and I am currently serving my second term on the University-Wide Promotion Committee.   
 
This year, we are again facing a lack of adequate funding for higher education, along with 
continued assaults on public unions by our state legislature and a chancellor who doesn’t support 
the system he works for.  APSCUF Legislative Assembly, along with all APSCUF members, 
will need to be proactive in dealing with these issues and in working for the good of the union 
and our students.  I am committed to IUP, and our union, and I ask for your vote to represent you 
as a delegate to APSCUF’s Legislative Assembly. Thank you. 
 
Soundararajan Ezekiel:  No candidate statement. 

 
Elaine Little:  My name is Elaine Little. I have been a temporary, conversion, 
and now probationary, tenured track faculty in the department of Nursing and 
Allied Health for the past 8 ½ years. I have served as an IUP temporary 
APSCUF representative for 4 years, been an active member of the IUP and state 
Adjunct Committee, and also served one year as an alternate to Legislative 
Assembly. I was very involved in our recent strike. I attended the strike 
preparation classes in Harrisburg, as well as most IUP strike information and 
work meetings. I even prepared a first aid kit for each of the strike zones. I feel 

that I have been blessed with great education, mentorship, and union representation at IUP and I 
want another opportunity to continue giving back. I hope that I can count on your vote. Thank 
you! 
 
John Marsden:  I am requesting your vote to allow me to return as an IUP delegate to 
APSCUF’s governing body, Legislative Assembly. I have served as a delegate for well over a 
decade and I believe I have the experience to represent both the union and IUP effectively. I am 
currently the state-wide and local membership chair and have worked hard to maintain IUP-
APSCUF membership during difficult times, including numerous negotiation years. As state-
wide membership chair, I give a report at each assembly. During my time at IUP I have served 
IUP-APSCUF in numerous ways—from poll-watching to “welcome  to campus” events for 
students and their families—and have been on  local Representative Council and the Executive 
Committee throughout my time as a membership chair and delegate. As your delegate, I voted in 



a favor of strike authorization and, along with virtually all of you, spent numerous hours on the 
picket line.  
 
I promise to continue to serve IUP and APSCUF as an independent and open-minded delegate. 
While I have significant experience, and always vote for what I think is right and  that which I 
think represents my constituency, I can be persuaded by colleagues with more powerful and 
more logical arguments on certain votes; in short,  I am never afraid to change my mind on 
issues based on reasoned perspectives than my own. I am not afraid of the microphone, of posing 
pertinent questions of our statewide leadership or of offering sincere opinio6sn at Legislative 
Assembly. It has been my genuine pleasure to serve and I hope to continue to do so. Thank you 
for your consideration. 
 
Laurie Miller:  As an alternate delegate for the 2016-2017 year, I recently returned from the 
189th Legislative Assembly in Gettysburg with a renewed sense of need to preserve the quality of 
public higher education and access to the system. Challenges – in the form of legislative actions, 
decreasing enrollments, and other economic issues – face higher education in the state, and I 
believe APSCUF’s collective voice plays a critical role in addressing these issues.  
 
I was hired for a tenure track position in spring 2016 and am the newest addition to the 
Department of Journalism and Public Relations. I spent six and one-half years as an assistant 
professor in the Department of Communication at Clarion University. During that time, 
APSCUF supported me in an evaluation letter dispute with interim management. Later, I was 
called as a witness to a grievance hearing at APSCUF in Harrisburg regarding evaluation letters 
for other faculty members. During my last year and a half at Clarion, I served as the Mobilization 
chair on the Executive Board for APSCUF, so I am familiar with the faculty union’s mission and 
policies. 
 
Earning a doctorate and teaching was a midlife career change for me. In my former life, I was a 
newspaper reporter and editor, working for more than two decades for the Tribune-Review in 
Greensburg, Pa. I also taught three years previously at IUP as a full-time temporary instructor. 

 
Joachim Noob:  My name is Joachim Noob. I teach German in the Department 
of Foreign Languages and have been a temporary faculty member in that 
department since 2013. I became a member of APSCUF as soon as I started 
teaching at IUP. I am originally from Germany where unions play a key role 
when negotiating salaries, work place conditions, and health care benefits. I have 
attended events organized by the IUP APSCUF Temporary Faculty Committee 
where I learned a lot about how the union supports and fights for temporary 
faculty rights. I would like to find out more about how APSCUF is organized at 

the state-level and what the PASSHE sister schools are doing for temporary faculty while sharing 
my experience and giving local temporary faculty a voice. After learning that none of the IUP 
delegates to Legislative Assembly were temporary faculty, I decided to run for such a position 
last year and was elected as an alternate delegate. I attended the Legislative Assembly in 
Gettysburg this February and that experience motivated me to run again for a position as 
delegate. If elected, I will strongly advocate for temporary faculty interests. 
 



Mark Palumbo:  For the past several years, it has been my privilege to serve you as a Delegate 
to APSCUF Legislative Assembly. During that time, I have learned much about the workings of 
our Union at the state level as well as here locally on our campus. Additionally, I have had first-
hand experience with the protection afforded us by APSCUF, having been denied tenure 
originally, and then using the grievance and arbitration processes that we have in place. Further, I 
continue to believe that service to APSCUF is one of the most important ways that we can fight 
for our rights as faculty members. Therefore, I will continue to serve our Union, and I am asking 
for your vote once again. It would be my honor to represent you once more as a Delegate to 
Legislative Assembly. 
 

J.B. Smith:  APSCUF Faculty Colleagues:  I am asking that you consider voting 
for me for Delegate to Legislative Assembly.  I am a current delegate and I am 
interested in continuing in that capacity for another 2 year term. 
 
For a number of years, I have served as a member of the Executive Committee as 
Legislative Chair or Co-Chair (currently, I serve as Co-Chair with Christian 
Vaccaro from the Sociology Department).   As Legislative Chair, there are a 

number of aspects which help me in this job.  Near or at the “top of the list” of things that can 
help in the role of Legislative Chair is being a Delegate to LA.   
 
Please consider helping me in my role as Legislative Co-Chair by voting for me for Delegate to 
LA!   
 
If I can provide any further information or you have questions, please feel free to send me an 
email at jbsmith@iup.edu.  Any requests you have will receive my immediate attention.    
 
My thanks for your consideration of your vote! 
 
Christian Vaccaro:  No statement. 
 
Sarah Wheeler:  No statement. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Candidates for Promotion Committee 

 
Kate Hanrahan:  I am a professor in the Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice. I 
began my academic career at IUP over 25 years ago, and my professional life has been shaped by 
the teacher-scholar model adopted by the university.  As a result, I recognize and value the 
balance of teaching, scholarship, and service in an academic career.  I have served on a wide 
variety of university, college, and department committees, including several years on my 
department’s DPC, and I would welcome the opportunity to serve on the University Wide 
Promotion Committee.   
 
Brion Scudder:  After serving on the University Senate, several Senate committees, and 
chairing the Eberly Graduate Curriculum Committee, I feel that I have the experience and also 
the desire to serve on the University-Wide Promotion Committee.  I would like to have the 
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opportunity to give back to the University in a way that can benefit the faculty.  I thank you for 
your support. 
 

J.B. Smith:  APSCUF Faculty Colleagues:  I am asking that you consider 
voting for me for the University Wide Promotion Committee.  I am a current 
member of the committee, having served on the UWPC from 2004-2007 and 
from 2012-Present.  I am interested in continuing in that capacity for another 3 
year term. 
 

I feel that the UWPC is one of the, and maybe THE most important committees on our campus.  
If re-elected, I will commit (as I have done during my previous time on the committee) to giving 
100%+ of my energy and effort to the promotion process.   
 
Harrison Wick:  No statement. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Candidates for Sabbatical Committee 
 

Stephanie Davis:  I am an Assistant Professor in the Psychology Department, 
where I teach both undergraduate and graduate classes. My research focuses on 
the development of anxiety and depression in children and adolescents. Prior to 
joining IUP last fall, I was an active member of multiple committees in graduate 
school and during my post-doctoral fellowship.  During my short time at IUP, I 
have been actively involved in the Psychology Department and I am eager to 
contribute to the larger IUP community. For this reason, I am interested in 

serving on the university-wide Sabbatical Committee.  Coming from a research-intensive 
environment, I am keenly aware of the challenges of advancing one’s scholarship and recognize 
the importance of having dedicated time for such endeavors. I believe my research background, 
coupled with my strong organization skills and ability to work well with others, will enable me 
to be a key contributor to the Sabbatical Committee.  Thank you for considering my nomination.  
 

Jenna Hennessey:  I am junior faculty seeking the opportunity to provide 
service at the university-level by means of the Sabbatical committee.  It would 
be an honor to serve the university and support colleagues in their research 
endeavors through being a part of the process for determining eligibility for 
sabbatical leaves. 
 
 
 
 
Seeyin Lo:  大家好!  (Hello!)  My name is Oliver Lo (Official name: See-yin 
Lo), a second-year Assistant Professor of Music.  I am thrilled to be teaching in 
such wonderful program with dedicated and creative colleagues.  I was born and 
raised in Hong Kong.  My first degree was mechanical engineering but I 
switched to music when I was twenty-one, since then I have worked with 



professionals from England, Hong Kong, China, America, Germany, Italy, France and Scotland.  
After I obtained my doctoral degree in USA, I taught in Tennessee (6 years) and Hong Kong (10 
years) before I came to IUP.  My diverse background, culturally and academically, mold me into 
an open-minded person.  I sincerely hope you will offer me a chance to serve in the University-
wide Sabbatical Committee and the IUP community.  謝謝!  (Thank you!) 
 

 
Sanda Maicaneanu:  Being a teacher and a researcher for more than 20 years, I 
really understand the struggle between the desire to conduct good research that 
is going to be published in high-level journals and that of offering the best 
scientific knowledge and technical skills to the students that I work with.  
 
In case of my area of expertise, which is chemistry, these two important 
activities are more difficult to balance due to the experimental nature of the 
field. Therefore, a sabbatical leave would be highly beneficial for academic 

research endeavors.  
 
As such, I would be pleased to bring my colleagues’ perspective to the Sabbatical Committee 
and to be able to contribute to the University governance by serving in this committee.    
 
Sudipta Majumdar:  No statement. 
 

David Martyniuk:  Sabbatical leaves of absence are, in my opinion, the 
greatest privilege of academia.  Having been granted two sabbaticals during my 
term at IUP, it has been wonderful to have the freedom to engage in scholarship 
that simply would not have been possible during a normal academic year.  
Serving on the UWSC would be a great opportunity to support other faculty 
members in their research.   
 
I believe that I would be able to lend expertise to the UWSC because I have 

experience in both educational research and artistic performance.    As a faculty member in the 
College of Fine Arts, I believe that I have a solid understanding of the parameters of artistic 
scholarship.  With a research based degree in education, I also understand the nature of 
quantitative and qualitative research. Therefore, I believe I am uniquely qualified to serve on the 
UWSC. It would be a pleasure and a privilege to offer support to the work of colleagues through 
service on this committee.  
 

Sharon Massey:  Thank you for considering me for the university-wide 
sabbatical committee. I am a tenure-track Assistant Professor of Art in the 
College of Fine Arts. If elected, I would be able to offer my perspective on the 
demands and expectations of research and scholarship within the Fine Arts, as 
it relates to sabbatical selection. I am personally very committed to my own 
teaching, research and service, and more information can be found on my 
website, sharon-massey.com.  



Zachary Stiegler:  No statement. 

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Candidates for Tenure Committee 
 
Sarah Brown:  My name is Sarah Brown, and I am an Associate Professor in the Child 
Development and Family Relations Program.  I have served for the last three years on the 
UWTC and the last two as the Committee Chair.  I would like the opportunity to continue my 
service on the UWTC for one more term.  Thank you for taking the time to vote. 
 
Yong Colen:  Serving on the University-Wide Tenure Committee is a great way to reciprocate 
the work of the colleagues who have preceded me.  This is my 13th year at IUP, and if elected, I 
shall strive toward fairness and thoughtful advocacy. 
 

Jeanine Mazak-Kahne:  My name is Jeanine Mazak-Kahne and I am an 
associate professor of History.  I joined the IUP faculty in Fall of 2009.  I 
wish to serve on the University-Wide Tenure Committee to make a 
meaningful contribution to developing and fostering our community of 
teacher-scholars.  As a public historian, I understand the both the 
“traditional” as well as the more “non-traditional” methods of 

scholarship, teaching and service.  I believe I can bring that understanding of diversity in 
approach to our profession to service on the UWTC.  Thank you. 
 

Shannon Phaneuf:  I am an associate professor in the Department of 
Criminology and Criminal Justice and I would appreciate your vote for 
University-Wide Tenure Committee. Over the last eleven years, I have 
contributed to the IUP community through various forms of university, college 
and department service activities. Early on in my career at IUP, I served two 
years on the University Senate as well as two years on the Senate Rules 
Subcommittee, serving as the secretary for the subcommittee in my final year 
of service. Following my time on the Senate, I was a department representative 

for APSCUF’s Representative Council for five years. I also served as a member of APSCUF’s 
Nominations and Elections Committee for six consecutive years and was an APSCUF 
representative on the Academic Calendar Committee for four years. As a member of the College 
of Health and Human Services, I have served on the HHS Awards Committee since the fall of 
2013. I served as chair of this committee for two years and co-chair for one year. I have also 
been active within my department in a variety of service activities, including many that are time 
intensive and critical to departmental functioning.  Most notably, I was a member the faculty 
search committee for six different searches; I served as chair for three of those searches. I also 
served as chair of the Part-Time Faculty Search Committee for one year. I was a member of our 
Departmental Evaluation Committee (DEC) for three years and am currently the committee 
chair. I served on the Departmental Tenure Committee for two years and chaired the committee 
for one of those years.  I believe that these experiences have prepared me well to serve on 



university-wide committees. Additionally, I work well with a team and I am responsible, fair, 
conscientious and organized. I look forward to the opportunity to represent our faculty through 
shared governance and I would greatly appreciate your vote for UWTC. Thank you!  
 
 
Heather Powers:  No statement. 
 

Daniel Radelet:  I am an associate professor in the Math Department finishing 
my eighth year here at IUP.  I was a member of the APSCUF Nominations and 
Elections Committee for the last 6 years, serving the most recent four years as 
chairperson.  This meant that I was also a member of APSCUF Executive 
Committee and Representative Council, which has allowed me to get to know 
faculty from most departments on campus and gain an understanding of the 
different talents that our diverse faculty bring to the table.  I think it is extremely 

important to have people serving on University-wide committees who are willing to work hard 
and have the best interest of the faculty in mind, and that's exactly what I intend to do if elected. 
 

Marjorie Zambrano-Paff:  I am interested in serving as a member of the 
University Wide Tenure Committee (UWTC) at IUP because it would enable 
me to work in a multidisciplinary committee. Teaching my native language, 
Spanish, for over 27 years, has allowed me to draw upon my culture and 
academic experiences as a bilingual Central American woman living in the 
United States. I was born and raised in Nicaragua and completed my 

undergraduate degree in Costa Rica. Graduating in the United with a Ph.D. has strengthen my 
bilingual knowledge. 
 
At IUP, I have had the opportunity to chair and co-chair the Hispanic Heritage Council for the 
past seven years. This position has allowed me to gain a better understanding of increasing 
awareness of the Hispanic culture at IUP by recruiting and retaining more Hispanics, and 
attracting students who are interested in Latin America. As a member of the Foreign Language 
Department, I have been able to serve in many departmental committees such as the Textbook 
Committee as well as the Spring Methodology Conference. I have also served my department by 
chairing the Search Committee. I have gained insight of the needs of each committee and what it 
requires to work as a team member for a common goal. I am organized, committed and open to 
nuances. In sum, I welcome the opportunity to serve on the University Wide Tenure Committee.  
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