
 

 

 

 

 

 

Balance 

I don’t know about you, but I think of the academic year not just as two semesters but 

as four quarters.  Now that we have finished spring break, we are into the final quar-

ter of yet another school year.   Those of you who have decided to apply for promo-

tion, were up for tenure, or submitted an application for sabbatical have now finished 

that.  We are down to the last month or so of curricula proposals to the senate.  Three-

fourths of the year has left us tired and looking forward to the warmth of spring sun-

shine.  At the same time, we know there will be a big push for the last seven weeks to 

finish as much as we can before the semester ends.  So, while we see the end of the 

year as just around the corner, there are plenty of tasks to keep our stress levels high.  

Add to these stresses the upcoming negotiations, the uncertainty of our enrollment, 

the concern over budgets, the ongoing expectations of teaching AND scholarship 

AND service – and it is no wonder that we sometimes have short tempers at depart-

ment meetings, classrooms, or just walking down the hall! 

 

Why am I bringing this up now? Some of you know that my father-in-law passed 

away the week before spring break.  He, like us, was an academic.  He retired from a  
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community college in North Carolina and after he retired, he continued to work within his community.  He 

started the ReStore for their Habitat for Humanity, he was a volunteer in countless community organizations, 

he was active in his church; he built a “second career” around service.  His community honored him for his 

generosity by naming him volunteer of the year and recognizing his efforts.  That’s not to say he was not suc-

cessful in his academic life, but it was not his job that ultimately defined him.  I believe it was the spirit with 

which he approached this “second career” – this spirit of service and giving that also drove his approach as an 

academic and which provided him with the appropriate balance throughout his life. 

 

I tell you this because at his funeral and memorial service, over 400 people paid their respects.  Over and over 

again, we heard what a generous man he was, how he was dedicated to the community, how he was active in 

his church, how he loved his family, and how he made an impact on people. He was remembered for what he 

did for people, not what he did on the job. 

 

So, as we begin the home stretch for yet another academic year, I write to remind you, and me, that we do 

work hard here, we make lots of demands on ourselves, and we have plenty of demands placed upon us. But, 

remember—keep the balance between job and personal life. Do not let the job consume you to the point where 

you cannot perform or those that you love suffer.  Stay healthy – physically and mentally. 

 

I hope that during these last two months you will get the opportunity to enjoy the sunshine, your family, and 

your friends. 

 

In solidarity, 

 

Mark 

 

Mark Staszkiewicz 

SAVE-THE-DATE 
 

APSCUF is hosting the Ninth National Gathering of the Campaign for the Future 

of Higher Education (CFHE).  This convention is being held in Philadelphia, PA 

from May 22nd through May 24th.  If you would like additional information, 

please visit  

http://www.apscuf.org/issues-and-advocacy/apscuf-cfhe-conference-2015.   

http://www.apscuf.org/issues-and-advocacy/apscuf-cfhe-conference-2015


MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 
 

IUP-APSCUF WILL BE WELCOMING 

STATE APSCUF PRESIDENT KENNETH 

MASH ON THURSDAY, APRIL 16TH AT 

3:30 P.M. IN THE SUSQUEHANNA ROOM 

IN THE HUB TO PROVIDE UPDATES ON 

THE FOLLOWING: 

 

 NEGOTIATIONS 

 BUDGET 

 INTER-UNION COLLABORATIONS 

 GOVERNOR WOLF’S FIRST 120 DAYS 

 ANY OTHER ISSUES YOU MAY HAVE 



C
A

L
E

N
D

A
R

 F
O

R
 S

P
R

IN
G

 2
01

5 
   

   
 I

U
P

-A
P

SC
U

F
 M

E
E

T
IN

G
S 

 

M
O

N
T

H
 

E
xe

cu
ti

ve
 

C
om

m
it

te
e 

3:
30

 - 
6 

P
M

 

H
U

B
- 

M
on

on
ga

he
la

 

R
oo

m
 

R
ep

 C
ou

nc
il 

3:
30

 - 
6 

P
M

 

H
U

B
-

Su
sq

ue
ha

nn
a 

R
oo

m
 

P
re

 M
 &

 D
 

3:
15

 P
M

 

A
P

SC
U

F
  

O
ff

ic
e 

M
 &

 D
 

3 
P

M
 

B
oa

rd
 R

oo
m

 

20
2 

Su
tt

on
 

Se
na

te
 

3:
30

 - 
5 

P
M

 

E
be

rl
y 

A
ud

it
or

iu
m

 

E
C

O
B

IT
 

C
ou

nc
il 

of
 

T
ru

st
ee

s 

4:
30

 P
M

 

G
or

el
l R

ec
it

al
  

H
al

l i
n 

Su
tt

on
 

H
al

l  

L
eg

is
la

ti
ve

 A
ss

em
bl

y 

20
15

 
T

hu
rs

da
y 

T
hu

rs
da

y 
W

ed
ne

sd
ay

 
W

ed
ne

sd
ay

 
T

ue
sd

ay
 

T
hu

rs
da

y 
T

hu
rs

. -
 S

at
. 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

  

 
 

21
 

28
 

 
 

 

Fe
br

ua
ry

  

  

12
 

19
 

18
 

25
 

3 
 

5-
7 

W
yn

dh
am

 

G
et

ty
sb

ur
g 

M
ar

ch
 

  

5 
19

 
4 

18
 

3 
19

 
 

A
pr

il 

  

9 
16

 
15

 
22

 
28

 
 

23
-2

5 

T
of

tr
ee

s 

St
at

e 
C

ol
le

ge
 

M
ay

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
7 

 

 **
P

le
as

e 
no

te
 th

at
 S

pr
in

g 
20

15
 E

le
ct

io
ns

 w
ill

 b
e 

co
nd

uc
te

d 
on

 A
pr

il 
27

-2
8,

 2
01

5.
 

 11
/2

0/
14

 
fo

rm
s:

m
ee

td
at

eS
pr

in
g 

20
15

 



March,  April, & May  

Calendar of Events 
 

Election Calendar 2015 
 
January 30 Nomination forms are available from the APSCUF Office (101 Keith Hall) and may be 

downloaded at www.iupapscuf.org  

 

  Candidates must gather signatures on nomination forms: 

APSCUF Delegate – candidate and five APSCUF members 

Promotion – candidate and five faculty nominators 

   Sabbatical – candidate and one faculty nominator 

   Tenure – candidate and one faculty nominator 

Undergraduate Curriculum – please email Michael Korns at mkorns@iup.edu for 

more information 

Graduate Curriculum – please email Michael Korns at mkorns@iup.edu for more 

information 

 

March 6 Nomination forms, candidate statements, and photographs are due to APSCUF by noon.  

Please return forms to the APSCUF Office, and email statements and photographs to 

bjmarlin@iup.edu. 

 

March 23 Preliminary slate, statements, and photographs are distributed to all faculty as part of the 

APSCUF Newsletter  

 

April 16 Meet-the-Candidates Night (5:00 p.m., HUB Susquehanna Room) 

  Candidate introductions, comments, and questions. 

  Additional nominations (with signatures) may be made from the floor. 

 

April 20 Distribution of final slate 

 

April 27 & 28 Elections online 

 

 

 

                 

March 
         5    Executive Committee 

         6    Nomination Forms Due 

    9-13   Spring Break 

       18    Meet & Discuss 

       19    Representative Council 

 
        

 

April  
       9   Executive Committee 

      16   Representative Council 

      22    Meet & Discuss 

 27-28    Elections Online  

 
 

        

 

 
May  

  1     End-of-Year Social &   

          General Membership Mtg. 

   4     Classes End 

5-8     Finals 

    9    Commencement 



PRELIMINARY SLATE OF 

CANDIDATES FOR APSCUF 

LEGISLATIVE DELEGATES & 

UNIVERSITY-WIDE COMMITTEES 
 

APSCUF NOMINATIONS 
 

 

Delegates to APSCUF Legislative Assembly:  

Seven to be elected to two-year term (09-01-15 to 08-31-17) 

Twelve Alternates to one-year term (09-01-15 to 08-31-16) 

Mark Twiest – Professional Studies in Education 

P. Michael Kosicek – Management  

Sarah Wheeler – Political Science 

Susan Drummond – Library  

John Marsden – English  

Michele Papakie – Journalism  

Mark Palumbo – Psychology  

Soundararajan Ezekiel – Computer Science 

Erika Frenzel – Criminology  

David Chambers – Political Science 

Mary Logan Hastings – Music  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UNIVERSITY-WIDE COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS 

 

Promotions: 

Five members for three-year terms (08-01-15 to 07-31-18) 

Five alternates for one-year term (08-01-15 to 07-31-16) 

Justin Fair – Chemistry 

David T. Smith – Computer Science 

Chauna Craig – English  

Christopher Kuipers – English  

Joseph Kovaleski – Educational & School Psychology 

Vida Irani – Biology  

Alfred Dahma – Mathematics  

 

 

Sabbatical: 

Three members for three-year terms (06-01-15 to 05-31-18) 

Three-six alternates for one-year term (06-01-15 to 05-31-16) 

Scott Mensch - Information Systems & Decision Sciences 

Vida Irani – Biology  

Jennifer Gossett – Criminology  

Gloria Park – English  

Vincente Gomis-Izguierdo – Foreign Languages 

Todd Thompson – English  

 

 

Tenure: 

Three members for three-year terms (06-01-15 to 05-31-18) 

Three-six alternates for one-year term (06-01-15 to 05-31-16) 

Edith West – Nursing & Allied Health Professions 

Scott Mensch - Information Systems & Decision Sciences 

P. Michael Kosicek – Management  

Vida Irani – Biology  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Only APSCUF Faculty Members may 

vote for the positions of APSCUF 

delegates to Legislative Assembly. 

 

All Faculty Members may vote for 

candidates for university-wide committee 

positions. 

MEET THE CANDIDATES 

NOMINATIONS FROM THE FLOOR WILL BE TAKEN 

5:00 P.M., THURSDAY, APRIL 16th 

SUSQUEHANNA ROOM (HUB) 

  

APSCUF/UNIVERSITY-WIDE ELECTION 

MONDAY, APRIL 27th  & TUESDAY, APRIL 28th  

VOTING WILL BE CONDUCTED ONLINE  



Candidates for Faculty Delegate/Alternate to Legislative Assembly 

 
Mark Twiest:  My name is Mark Twiest, and I am a professor in the Department of Professional 

Studies in Education.  I am currently an alternate on the Legislative Assembly and a member of 

the state-wide Temporary Faculty sub-committee.  I am asking for your support to return to these 

important committees.  I am a teacher-educator with 26 years of experience at IUP.  I am also an 

active member of PSEA and currently serve on two state-wide committees for PSEA.  I have had 

the opportunity to hear our new governor speak at both APSCUF and PSEA events and am 

optimistic about the governor’s commitment to education.  It is up to us now to work with the 

administration to help their efforts to return education to its role as a priority for all citizens in 

the commonwealth. 

 

P. Michael Kosicek:  I’m a tenured Assistant Professor in the Business 

Management Department.  I’m currently serving my third term in the 

Legislative Assembly as an alternate and believe I can continue to make a 

positive contribution as a member of this committee.  For more than two 

decades I worked in the power generation industry, holding positions of 

increasing responsibility in accounting, strategic planning, business 

development, contracts management, engineering services management, and plant management.  

While working in these positions in Florida, Virginia, Indiana, and Pennsylvania, I also taught as 

an adjunct at several colleges and universities.   Now, after teaching full-time at IUP and serving 

as an alternate, I have a better understanding of the roles and responsibilities of the University 

professor in the PASSHE system. 

 

Sarah Wheeler:  I am currently a delegate to Legislative Assembly and recently served as IUP’s 

CAP chair for four years. I learned quite a lot about the issues before the PA Legislature that 

affect our PASSHE universities, students, and faculty.  This has been of immense value to me in 

many ways, and, in turn, I try to represent the interests of our faculty at the Legislative 

Assemblies.  I’m in my 15
th

 year here at IUP as faculty in the Political Science department, and 

I’ve served on the UWUCC, Academic Affairs Committee, Senate, UWPC and am currently 

director of the Latin American Studies minor program.  I feel these service experiences have 

helped me understand the university, PASSHE governance, and the make-up of the PA 

Legislature so that I have a better idea of our position in the current landscape.  I hope to be able 

to further my knowledge of PA politics as it relates to public higher education and contribute to 

the discourse within APSCUF on how to best situate ourselves politically.   

 

John Marsden:  I am requesting your vote to allow me to return as an IUP delegate to 

APSCUF’s governing body, Legislative Assembly. I have served as a delegate for well over a 

decade, and I believe I have the experience to represent both the union and IUP effectively. 

During this time, I was State-wide Membership Committee chair for seven years. I am currently 

the local membership chair and have worked hard to maintain IUP-APSCUF membership during 

difficult times, including numerous negotiation years. During my time at IUP, I have served IUP-

APSCUF in numerous ways—from poll-watching to “welcome  to campus” events for students 

and their families—and have been on  Representative Council and the Executive Committee 

throughout my time as a delegate.  



I promise to serve IUP and APSCUF as an independent but open-minded delegate. While I have 

significant experience and always vote for what I think is right and  that which I think represents 

my constituency,  I can be persuaded by colleagues with more powerful and more logical 

arguments on certain votes; in short,  I am never afraid to change my mind on issues based on 

more reasoned perspectives than my own. I am not afraid of the microphone, of posing pertinent 

questions or offering sincere opinions. It has been my genuine pleasure to serve and I hope to 

continue to do so. Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Michele Papakie:  I have been extremely proud to have served as an APSCUF 

Delegate for the past two years and as an alternate for two years prior to that. It 

would be an honor for me to be elected to serve another term. 

 

I started teaching in the IUP journalism department in 2007, and I was elected 

chairwoman of my department in 2013. My proudest moments at IUP have 

included leading the university’s Strategic Visioning Project with a team of my undergraduate 

students; co-chairing the Strategic Planning Committee with the provost; and serving as the 

APSCUF Student-Faculty Liaison Committee chairwoman during heated contract negotiations 

when a strike seemed imminent.  

 

As a journalist and public relations professional, I pride myself on being an excellent 

communicator. I enjoy getting the big picture at Legislative Assembly meetings and 

communicating it across the university throughout the year. 

 

As an Air Force Officer, I have spent 28 years and counting living the core values: Integrity 

First; Service before Self; and Excellence in All We Do. I have easily carried those values into 

my personal and civilian professional lives as well.  

 
I earned my undergraduate degree in journalism from IUP in 1993, so my affinity with, 

enthusiasm for, and loyalty to our university run deep. If elected, I promise to continue to serve 

as an IUP APSCUF Delegate with pride and passion. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Mark Palumbo:  As those of you who have known me probably realize, I have always been a 

staunch supporter of our Union. I am a strong believer in service to APSCUF as a way to fight 

for our rights as faculty members. To that end, I have had the privilege of representing you as a 

Delegate to Legislative Assembly for much of the time I’ve been here at IUP. 

 

As many of you may know also, I have just been reinstated this semester to my position here 

after a long, drawn-out battle over the issue of tenure. Although the issue is not yet settled for 

me, this reinstatement could not have been possible without the aid and efforts of our members, 

at both the local and State APSCUF levels. The battle had to be fought, and although it was quite 

miserable for the most part, I hope that the outcome will help others who may have to go through 

similar situations. 

 



In the end, we have to continue to fight for our Union and the contract for which our members 

have fought so hard to protect. In short, I believe that this Union has saved my job, and I am 

especially grateful. The battle was tough – and still is – but I believe that the decision was well 

worth the efforts, the wait…and the pain!  

 

So now I’m back…and ready to continue to fight again. I would consider it a privilege to 

continue to serve you and our Union as a Delegate to Legislative Assembly once more. To that 

end, I’m asking for your vote! 

 

Susan Drummond:  I respectfully ask you, my colleagues, for your support as I am running to 

be one of your delegates to APSCUF’s Legislative Assembly.    My involvement with APSCUF 

has been the one constant in my career at IUP, and I have tried my best to always represent the 

interests of all faculty, both locally and state wide.  I began as many of us do, as my department’s 

representative to Representative Council back in 1998.  I was appointed to the local Meet & 

Discuss team in 2003 and became Chair of Meet & Discuss in 2006 serving in that capacity until 

my election as Chapter President in 2010.   I have been a member of the APSCUF Scholarship 

Committee for the last three years and have also been on past M&D subcommittees concerning 

S3P revisions and class scheduling options.  I have also served for six years on the University- 

Wide Tenure committee and I am currently serving on the University-Wide Promotion 

Committee.   

 

At the last meeting of Legislative Assembly, which was held on February 6-7, I spoke strongly 

against the per-credit tuition pilot program which is going into effect this fall at IUP and two 

other PASSHE schools.  A student taking 15 credits during the fall semester will pay 17% more 

than what they are paying this semester.  Many of our students will not be able to afford such an 

increase or will be forced to take fewer credits, increasing the number of semesters necessary for 

them to graduate.   Currently, we are facing another round of contract negotiations and the 

continued lack of appropriate funding for higher education, along with an assault on unions with 

the proposed paycheck protection bill.  Legislative Assembly, along with all APSCUF members, 

will need to be proactive in dealing with these issues and in working for the good of the union 

and our students.  I am asking for your vote in this election. I look forward to the opportunity to 

continue to represent the faculty and their interests as a delegate to APSCUF’s Legislative 

Assembly.  

 

Soundararajan Ezekiel:  No statement. 

 

Erika Frenzel:  No statement. 

 

David Chambers:  No statement. 

 

Mary Logan Hastings:  No statement. 

 



Candidates for Promotion Committee 

 
Justin Fair: I have been a member of the Chemistry Department since 

joining IUP in 2009. I would like your vote to become a part of the 

University Promotion Committee.  I have served on the University 

Wide Undergraduate Curriculum Committee since 2011, acting as secretary for 

the last two years. Since 2011 I have served the College of Natural Science 

and Mathematics as the Chemical Safety Officer, been active member of 

the University and departmental Safety Committee and chaired the College 

Safety Committee. I enjoy service at all levels of the University, finding it highly rewarding.  My 

recent experience with promotion to Associate professor inspired me to assist other members of 

the IUP community in their endeavors toward promotion. I believe in an open and transparent 

process that provides mentorship and guidance for faculty at all stages of their professional 

development, newly hired to long-term. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Chauna Craig:  I’ve taught at IUP for fifteen years, as Professor of English, and I’ve served as 

both Director of Women’s Studies and Dean’s Associate in the College of Humanities and Social 

Sciences.  I also served several years on the University-Wide Undergraduate Curriculum 

Committee.  These experiences have given me a valuable perspective on the range of work that 

our faculty do in the classroom and in other capacities at this university.  Now that I’ve been 

successfully promoted twice at IUP, I understand the process and the stakes, and I would be 

happy to serve on this committee and help promote and reward excellence in our faculty. 

 

Joseph Kovaleski:  I came to IUP in 2003 after a 27-year career in public 

education. I am currently Professor of Educational and School Psychology and 

Director of the Doctoral Program in School Psychology. I have been a graduate 

coordinator since my arrival at IUP.  As a member of the Promotions Committee, 

I would be respectful of the wide diversity of disciplines that are represented by 

IUP faculty and strive to understand what constitutes advanced achievement in 

those disciplines, while being mindful of the course load and service demands 

that we all face. I hope to participate in a promotion process that is objective and 

fair to all applicants. 

 

Christopher Kuipers:  Uniquely across all fields of the academy, promotion to 

a higher rank is the standard form of professional recognition.  I ask for your 

support in winning a seat on the University-Wide Promotion Committee, the 

body that tangibly recognizes the excellent work that we perform for IUP across 

its many departments and programs.  If elected, I will do all I can to help the 

committee perform its deliberations with fairness, thoroughness, and 

generosity.  To those who have assembled one, "the box" is not a bundle of 

documents, but a person.  The materials that promotion candidates place therein 

deserve the highest respect and the most careful consideration. 

 
 



Now in my tenth year at IUP, I am an Associate Professor in the English Department, and have 

sought diligently to emulate our institution's traditions of the teacher-scholar.  I have served on a 

wide array of departmental and university committees, including University Senate and IUP-

APSCUF Representative Council.  As a member of my Department Evaluation Committee, I 

have performed over 50 classroom observations, and have helped author scores of annual 

evaluations.  I regularly teach a course in college-level pedagogy, and I have mentored dozens of 

current and future college teachers.  My doctoral degree is in comparative literature, and my 

research employs quantitative methods, psychological theories, legal and medical paradigms, and 

visual art forms.  Consequently, I will be uniquely equipped to evaluate the many kinds of 

scholarly work presented to the UWPC, whether stemming from the humanities, the social 

sciences, the hard sciences, the arts, or other professional fields. 

 

I look forward to the possibility of serving you as a UWPC member! 

 

Vida Irani:  I am an Associate Professor in Biology and have been a member of the IUP faculty 

community since 2005. Since that time, I have been very fortunate to cross paths with some of 

you and build long-term relationships which have been founded on trust. I bring that same 

foundation as a candidate for the University-Wide Promotion Committee. I have had the pleasure 

of serving on our University Graduate Committee (2008-2010). It is time I volunteer again my 

service to the University Committees. If elected for this university service, I will offer you an 

honest, fair, objective process.  

 

David T. Smith:  No statement. 

 

Alfred Dahma:  No statement. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Candidates for Sabbatical Committee 
 

Todd Thompson:  I am running for a position on the Sabbatical Committee because I am 

interested in furthering the research agendas and goals of IUP faculty across the university. I am 

excited to learn more about the work that you all do and to help support your projects. In my 6 

years at IUP I have shown my dedication to the scholarly research of students and faculty 

through my role as an M.A. Coordinator and my work with the Graduate Scholars Forum (Co-

Chair of the Panel Presentations Committee and poster judge), Undergraduate Scholars Forum 

(panel judge), and beginning this year as a reviewer for the PASSHE Faculty Professional 

Development Council (FPDC). I am also an active scholar in my field, bringing interdisciplinary 

methodologies to the study of literature and culture. 

 

Jennifer Gossett:  By serving on the University-Wide Sabbatical Committee, it would allow my 

continuation of service to the IUP community. I have been on the University-Wide Tenure 

Committee (UWTC) for six years (currently completing last year). During this time I served as 

chair of the UWTC for four years. Although I continue to serve on various departmental and 

college groups, my service on university committees allows me to learn more about the  



endeavors faculty across campus are undertaking. Participation on this committee would 

continue my understanding and appreciation of fellow faculty research and service.  

 

Gloria Park:  I joined the English Department’s Graduate Studies in Composition & TESOL in 

2008. Since then, I have been very active in promoting my work as a teacher scholar in the areas 

of critical pedagogy and (language) teacher identity for both undergraduate and graduate student 

population. My teaching of LSE, MATESOL, and Ph.D. level courses has given me insights into 

further bridging theory to practice in the scholarship I do. My goal in serving on the University 

Wide Sabbatical Committee is to encourage my university colleagues to continue their work as 

teacher scholars in order to impact student learning within and beyond their disciplinary spaces. 

More importantly, I plan to champion my university colleagues to apply for sabbatical leaves, 

which is critical in continuing the scholarly development as teacher scholars. 

 

Vida Irani:  I am an Associate Professor in Biology and have been a member of the IUP faculty 

community since 2005. Since that time, I have been very fortunate to cross paths with some of 

you and build long-term relationships which have been founded on trust. I bring that same 

foundation as a candidate for the University-Wide Sabbatical Committee. I have had the pleasure 

of serving on our University Graduate Committee (2008-2010). It is time I volunteer again my 

service to the University Committees. If elected for this university service, I will offer you an 

honest, fair, objective process.  

 

Vincente Gomis-Izquierdo:  My name is Vicente Gomis-Izquierdo, and I am an 

assistant professor in the Department of Foreign Languages. I am also part of the 

Hispanic Heritage Council and the Department´s APSCUF representative. As a 

relatively new member of the IUP faculty, I am interested in finding ways to 

serve our community that would also help me better understand how IUP works 

in order to become a more integrated part of it. Therefore, I welcome the 

opportunity to serve on the Sabbatical Committee and to work with new people for the benefit of 

all the faculty.    
 

Scott Mensch:  No statement. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Candidates for Tenure Committee 

 

Edith West:  I left a tenured position at Lake Superior State University (LSSU) 

in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan to come to IUP in 2006.  I was tenured at IUP in 

spring of 2011.  From 1997- 2002 at LSSU and for the past five plus years at 

IUP I have learned through experience what teaching 

responsibilities/effectiveness, scholarship and service requirements are 

necessary to grant a full time tenure track faculty member a permanent job 

contract.  I’ve worked tirelessly at both LSSU and IUP to strengthen my 

department as well as my own teaching responsibilities/effectiveness, scholarly work, and 

department and community service activities.  I was elected to the University Wide Tenure 

Committee in 2012 – 2015 where I applied this knowledge, experience and expertise beyond my 

own department.  I would appreciate the chance to serve another term on this committee, and if  



given the opportunity will continue to be a thorough, fair, responsible and dependable committee 

member. 

 

P. Michael Kosicek:  For more than 2 decades I worked in the power 

generation industry, holding positions of increasing responsibility in 

accounting, strategic planning, business development, contracts 

management, engineering services management and plant management.  

While working in these positions in Florida, Virginia, Indiana, and 

Pennsylvania, I also taught as an adjunct at several colleges and universities.  

I continue to serve on the University-wide Adjunct faculty committee, Rep 

Council, Alternate to Legislative Assembly and am a member of a number of department 

committees.  I sincerely appreciate the time and effort required of the members of the Tenure 

Committee and would consider it an honor serve and offer my contribution. 

 

Vida Irani:  I am an Associate Professor in Biology and have been a member of the IUP faculty 

community since 2005. Since that time, I have been very fortunate to cross paths with some of 

you and build long-term relationships which have been founded on trust. I bring that same 

foundation as a candidate for the University-Wide Tenure Committee. I have had the pleasure of 

serving on our University Graduate Committee (2008-2010). It is time I volunteer again my 

service to the University Committees. If elected for this university service, I will offer you an 

honest, fair, objective process.  

 

Scott Mensch:  No statement. 



PLEASE NOTE: 
For your convenience, Legislative Assembly, 

Executive Committee, & Representative 

Council attendance may be viewed on our 

website at: 

 

http://iupapscuf.org/committees.htm  

http://iupapscuf.org/committees.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deduct APSCUF dues for fair share payments on your  

Federal Tax Return? 

Read this! 
This article is important to you only if you deduct union dues or fair share payments as an ordinary and neces-

sary business expense on your Federal Income Tax Return.  If you do not deduct union dues or fair share pay-

ments, you do not need to read any further. 

Since January 1, 1994, an amendment to the Internal Revenue Code prohibits the deduction of that portion of 

your union dues or fair share payments which is used for lobbying purposes.  Mack Gerberich and Associates 

has advised us that for 2014 the non-deductible percentage of union dues which was used for lobbying was 

nine (9%) percent.  Therefore, ninety-one (91%) percent of union dues are deductible.  Non-member fair share 

payments equate to ninety (90%) percent of union dues and all of these payments are deductible.   

 

 

 

 

 

Are You a Full Union Member? 
 

APSCUF full members pay union dues equal to 1.15% of their salary.  

Fair share contributors are required to pay 90% of this 1.15%.  How-

ever, on paycheck stubs, the fee is simply listed as “APSCUF DUE” for 

APSCUF and fair share contributors alike.  The bottom line: just be-

cause it says “APSCUF DUE” on your paycheck, it does not mean that 

you are a union member.  Contact Bonnie Jo Young at ext. 7-3021 or 

via email at bjmarlin@iup.edu to ensure that you are a union member. 



 

 

HAVE YOU MOVED? 
  

IUP-APSCUF strives to maintain current home addresses for all 

of our members.  If you have moved in the past year, please be 

sure to inform us of your new home address.  Reporting your 

new home address to Human Resources does not guarantee that 

we have received this information.  Please contact our office to-

day to make sure we have your correct home address.   

 

We would like to welcome the following faculty members who have  

joined the APSCUF family: 
Geoscience 

Ms. Donna Rohaus 

 

Kinesiology, Health, & Sport Science 

Mr. Adam Katchmarchi 

 

Library 

Ms. Maria Barefoot 

 

Political Science  

Dr. Howard Hastings 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING &  

END-OF-THE-YEAR SOCIAL 

FRIDAY, MAY 1, 2015 

5:30 TO 10 P.M. 

IUP COLLEGE LODGE, INDIANA, PA 

WATCH YOUR EMAIL FOR FURTHER DETAILS! 



  
     We are working for you! 

 
 

ATTENTION:  APSCUF AND APSCURF MEMBERS 
 
 

APSCUF’s Special Services Committee is pleased to announce the launching of a new special services 
program. All full dues-paying members of APSCUF and APSCURF now have exclusive access to the 
Working Advantage discount network, which allows you to save up to 60% on ticketed events and 
online shopping.  
 
Not a full dues-paying member? Contact your local APSCUF office to join as a full member and begin 
saving on entertainment and other items you use.   
 
Through Working Advantage, you can save on: 

 
Movie Tickets:  

Participating AMC, Regal, Cinemark and Showcase Cinemas with additional regional brands listed 
 

Theme Parks:  
Disney World, Disneyland, Universal, Six Flags, Sea World, Busch Gardens, Legoland, Hershey, Dorney 

Park, Sesame Place, Dutch Wonderland and many more 
 

Ski Tickets: 
 Camelback, Jack Frost Big Boulder, Shawnee, Sugarloaf, Jay Peak and many more 

 
Sporting Events: 

 Includes some MLB, NFL, NBA, NHL Teams and US Open Tennis 
 

Also save on items such as: 
Broadway Shows 
Hotels and Travel 
Health and Fitness 

Museums and City Passes 
 Merchant Gift Certificates  

Online Shopping 
…and much more! 

 
To view and/or subscribe, you may access the Working Advantage website by visiting the Special 
Services section in the Members Forum (www.apscuf.org), or by clicking here: 
www.workingadvantage.com.  
 

When opening an individual account you will need the APSCUF ID# which can be obtained from 
the local APSCUF office, Nancy Koutris at State APSCUF, or by visiting the Members 
Forum section at www.apscuf.org (log-in access required). 
 
Working Advantage offers 24-hour online shopping and customer support Monday through Friday from 
8:30 AM to 6:30 PM Eastern time. If you have specific questions regarding the site, please contact 
Working Advantage at 800-565-3712. 



Members’ Forum Section on the 

State APSCUF Website 
 

 Do you have a username and a password to access the 

Members’ Forum Site?  

If not, read this! 

 

Don’t rely on rumor or hearsay!  Go straight to the source. 

 
In order to access the information on this site (as well as to post messages on the various 

message boards), members will need to log on to the Members’ Forum site and self-

register.  Registration will only take a moment.  Members can simply click on the 

“register” button in the Members’ Forum site, agree to the terms, and then complete the 

registration information.  Please note that when you re-register for the APSCUF 

Members’ Forum site, you will need to complete the “name” fields provided on the 

registration page.  State APSCUF cannot register you without your name.    

 

Should a member leave the State System or be transferred to a managerial position, that 

member will no longer have access to the Members’ Forum site. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Bonnie Jo Young at 

bjmarlin@iup.edu or X7-3021. 

 

  

 

How can members stay in touch 

with APSCUF? 
 

Like us on Facebook Subscribe to our blog! Follow us on Twitter! 

www.facebook.com/APSCUF www.apscuf.org/blog www.twitter/APSCUF 

mailto:bjmarlin@iup.edu
http://www.facebook.com/APSCUF
http://www.apscuf.org/blog
http://www.twitter/APSCUF


IUP-APSCUF LOCAL OFFICERS 
 

President:     Mark Staszkiewicz  73787 

Vice-President:    Ramesh Soni   77786 

Secretary:     Jean Nienkamp   73967 

Treasurer:     David Stein     72450 

Past President:     
 

IUP-APSCUF COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
 

CAP:     Susan Drummond  74479 

Curriculum:    Matthew Baumer  75646 

      Gail Sechrist   72250 

F.E.A.R.:    John Mills    74520  

Gender Issues &   Judith Villa (co-chair)  75517  

   Social Justice:   Melissa Swauger (co-chair) 70158 

Grievance:    David Chambers  72776 

Health & Welfare:   Danhua Wang   72729 

Labor Relations:   John Sitton   72291 

Legislative:    J.B. Smith (co-chair)  72475 

           Christian Vaccaro (co-chair)   72730 

Meet-and-Discuss:   John Lowery   74535 

Membership:    John Marsden   72261 

Negotiations    Mark Staszkiewicz  73787 

Newer Faculty:   Jonathon Cooper  72720 

Newsletter Editor:   Laurel Black   75518 

Nominations & Elections: Daniel Radelet   74768 

Public Relations:   David Loomis   74411 

Retirement:    Joette Wisnieski   75912 

Rules & Bylaws:   Lawrence Kupchella  72363 

Student/Faculty Liaison:  Julia Greenawalt  73256 

Temporary Faculty:   Heide Witthöft    72320 



Delegates to Legislative Assembly  Alternates to Legislative Assembly 
 Term ends 5-31-2016     Alternates for 2014-2015 

  Mark Staszkiewicz     Kenneth Sherwood 

  Ramesh Soni      Yong Colen    

  Term ends 8-31-2015      Joette Wisnieski  

  David Chambers        Mary Logan Hastings 

  Susan Drummond     Mark Twiest 

  John Marsden      Soundararajan Ezekiel 

  Sarah Wheeler      P. Michael Kosicek 

  Devki Talwar      Linda Jennings 

  Mark Palumbo      Erika Frenzel 

  Michele Papakie     Terrence Fries 

 Term ends 8-31-2016      Irene Kabala 

  Robert Mutchnick     David Smith 

  Judith Villa       

  J.B. Smith       

  Mary Beth Leidman 

   Heide Witthöft  
 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEES 

University-Wide Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 

 Term ends 2015 

  Justin Fair   Chemistry 

  Julia Greenawalt   Nursing & Allied Health Professions 

  Wanda Minnick   Safety Sciences 

  Nurhaya Muchtar   Communications Media 

  Christine Clewell   Music 

  Kim Seung   Accounting 

 Term ends 2016 

  Jason Killam   Foreign Languages 

  John Lewis   Criminology 

  Mavis Pararai   Mathematics 

  Ronald Freda   Physics 

  Sharon Deckert   English 

  Theresa McDevitt  Libraries 

  Gail Sechrist   Geography & Regional Planning Co-Chair 

 

   

University-Wide Graduate Committee 

 Term ends 2015 
  Azad Ali   Technology Support & Training 

  Bitna Kim   Criminology 

  Yu-Ju Kuo   Mathematics 

  Mark Palumbo   Psychology 

  David Piper   Employment & Labor Relations 

  Marjorie Zambrano-Paff  Foreign Languages 

  Matthew Baumer   Music Co-Chair 

 Term ends 2016 

  DeAnna Laverick   Professional Studies in Education 

  Ivan Fortushniak   Art 

  Joann Janosko   Libraries 

  Michael T. Williamson  English 

  Muhammad Numan  Physics 

  Nashat Zuraikat   Nursing & Allied Health Professions 

  Scott Moore   History 



UNIVERSITY-WIDE COMMITTEES 

 

Promotion 

 Term ends 7-31-2015 

  Heather Powers   English  Chair 

  Kelli Paquette   Professional Studies in Education 

  Jon C. Lewis   Geoscience 

  John Mueller   Student Affairs in Higher Education 

  Soundararajan Ezekiel  Computer Science 

 Term ends 7-31-2016 

  Susan Drummond  Library 

  Sally McCombie  Human Development & Environmental Studies 

  Jason Worzbyt   Music 

  Soo Chun Lu   History 

  Theresa Gropelli  Nursing & Allied Health Professions 

 Term ends 7-31-2017 

  J.B. Smith   Health & Physical Education 

  Dana Hysock Witham  Sociology 

  Yong Colen   Mathematics 

  Joette Wisnieski  Management 

  Shijuan Liu   Foreign Languages 

 

Sabbatical 
 Term ends 5-31-2015 

  Mary Beth Leidman  Communications Media 

  Kristy Chunta   Nursing & Allied Health Professions 

  Timothy Runge   Educational & School Psychology Chair 

 Term ends 5-31-2016 

  Gregory Wisloski  Mathematics 

  Laurie Roehrich   Psychology 

  David Lorenzi   Health & Physical Education 

 Term ends 5-31-2017 

  Crystal Machado  Professional Studies in Education 

  Diane Shinberg   Sociology 

  David Martynuik  Music 

 

Tenure 

 Term ends 5-31-2015 

  Jennifer Gossett   Criminology  Chair 

  Holly Branthoover  Counseling 

  Edith West   Nursing & Allied Health Professions 

 Term ends 5-31-2016 

  Valerie Helterbran  Professional Studies in Education 

  Robert Sechrist   Geography & Regional Planning 

  Janice Baker   Special Education & Clinical Services 

 Term ends 5-31-2017 

  Judith Villa   English 

  Gregory Wisloski  Mathematics 

  Sarah Brown   Human Development & Environmental Studies 


